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Owr Guide To- Stitchery

Embroidery, Woolfelt, Punch Needle &
Needle Felting At Needles & Pins

Spring Into

Longer days, aglint of
green in the flowerbeds:
spring must be around
the corner! Now’sthe
time to take a cue from
Mother Nature and make
something new!

Handwork is a popular
hobby that allows usto
feel creative, accom-
plished and productive
all a the same time.
This spring, you’ll want
projects to take with you
when you travel, or sit at
aball game or wait for
someone in the doctor’s

Handwork!

office. Hand-
work isagreat
way to start
children on their
own creative
journeys, feeling
asense of ac-
complishment.
“l made this!” isright up
there with “I can read
that!” as the perfect
words you want to hear.

You’ll love working
with beautiful spring col-
orsin Woolfelt and wool
roving. Woolfelt appli-
gué alows us to use em-

Take A Look At...

e Crab-AppleHill
Patter ns: Beautiful
embroidery! See our
models of pillows
and avery cute bas-
ket pincushion this

spring.
e Fleece Dog: Watch

for models of needle-
felted dogs from this
book.

Punch Needles pat-
terns from Country
Threads, Rachel’s
of Greenfield and
Country Stitches.

broidery
stitches and
embellish-
ment with-
out having
to worry
about turn-
ing edges
and the other issues of
hand applique. So easy!
Embellishing clothing
with Woolfelt and needle
felting is very fashion-
able. It’sanother way to
add flair to your personal
style and show off your
skills! Enjoy!

o NeedleFelted
Flower Pinsfrom
Indygo Junction.
Wear one on your
jacket, coat, purse or
Easter bonnet! A fun
Mother’s Day gift!
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What Is A Penny Rug?

Penny rugs date from the 18th cen-
tury when women would use
scraps of fabric, particularly
wools, to create decorative mats
and coverings for tables, mantles,
etc. Coinswere often used as tem-
plates for circles and a coin might
be stitched between two pieces of
wool to makeit lieflat. The but-
tonhole (or blanket) stitch was

used to appliqué a
smaller circleonto |
alarger one. Many fl
original penny rugs T
were made up com- |
pletely of circleson
circles, much likea |
yo-yo quilt.

Therevival of the
penny rug as a

Our Guide To Stitchery

decorative item has seen a
great expansion of design
and format, but the original
concept lives on.

Try Punch Needle Embroidery This Year!

In punch needle embroidery,
threads running through a needle
are punched through a background
fabric to form loops on the under-
side. When the needleiswith-
drawn, the loops stay in place.
Loops of a specific color fill a
space and form the picture under-
neath — the actual “right side” of
the picture. Various types of

threads can be used with different
sizes of needles. We often de-

scribe it asaminiature form of rug

hooking!

We sell the Cameo needle for
punching, as well as hoops, small
frames, floss and pearl cotton, pat-
terns and books. Many patterns
come with the design already

printed on weaver’s cloth, but you
can trace your own. Popular uses
include Christmas ornaments,
bookmarks, pictures for framing,
pins and other wearables and
pieces to sew onto purses and
bags. Take alook at some of our
books: A Passion For Punchnee-
dle and Punchneedle Fun from
That Patchwork Place.

Set The Color Before You Embellish

Before you use Wool- 8

felt as an embellish-
ment on clothing, or
anything that will get
wet or be laundered,
be sure to set the
color using Retayne,
the chemical fixative.

You may alsowishto

doublecheck the col-
orfastness of wool
roving and other
yarns you choose to
use for such projects.
Better safe than

sorry!

Use Retayne in the prewashing
process with Woolfelt, whether
you are working by hand or using
the washer.
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Combine Woolfelt and Quilting

It’sthe best of both worlds! Piece  Rachel’s of Greenfield. We’ve then trim

the background, add Woolfelt ap- also made several pieces from thewhen com-

plique and then quilt and bind you book A Fresh Look At Seasonal pleted.

wall hanging. What a great way tcQuilts from That Patchwork Place _cgnsider quilting patterns care-
combine your interests, and mayb that include both fabric and Wool- fully. Don’t overquilt or leave

learn a new skill. felt. large areas unquilted.

We have several examples of this A few hints when appliquéing
idea hanging in the shop. Two ar¢ Woolfelt on a fabric background:
from the bookCotton & Ewe and
several others are from patterns b

-If machine stitching your ap-
plique pieces, use a stabilizer un-
-If you will be appliqguéing on the derneath the fabric.

outer borders, cut them wider and

Tips For Punch Needle

e Hold your needle perpendicu- « Push needle down as far as it apart. Make individual stitches
lar to the fabrie—not like a will go each and every time. as close as possible.
pencil. Barely lift the needle off the
fabric as you finish a loep-
scrape the fabric with the nee-
dle.

As you punch curves, turn the
hoop, not the needle.

Try to rest your hand that is
holding the needle on the edge
of the hoop. Don’t place hoop

on table.

e If you are right handed, work
right to left; if you are left
handed, work left to right.

« Keep the bevel side of the nee *
dle facing the direction you are
punching. e Make rows a needle width

Spring Stitchery Coupon

15% off Stitchery Books & Patterns
(Woolfelt, Punch Needle, Needle Felting)

One Coupon Per Customer
Valid 2/24/08 through 5/31/08 In Store Sales Only




